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BIOGRAPHY OF LENITA BLASINGAME

Commissioner Julie Benafield Bowman announced the promotion of Lenita Blasingame to Chief Deputy Insurance Commissioner on May 3, 2005.  Ms. Blasingame began her career with the Insurance Department in 1963 and 1964 as a summer intern.  She became a full-time employee in 1965, working as secretary to the Commissioner, bringing the total number of Department employees to 15.  The Department now has approximately 160 full-time employees.  Before assuming her role as a Deputy Commissioner in 2000, Ms. Blasingame served as the Director of the Property and Casualty Division for 11 years, and prior to that as the Director of the Agent License Division for 16 years.

Ms. Blasingame attended Harding University in Searcy, Arkansas and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  She and her husband Bob have one daughter, Audra Welcher.  Lenita and Bob, along with Audra and her family, are actively engaged in raising and showing Appaloosa horses.  She enjoys decorative painting, gardening, and spending time with her grandson.

Lenita is an active participant in a number of committees, sub-committees and working groups through her involvement in the National Association of Insurance Commissioners.  Lenita has served the insurance consumers of this State under 11 Governors and 12 Insurance Commissioners.  She has been the recipient of several awards and recognition by the insurance industry for her outstanding service and dedication, including the Lifetime Honorary Service Award presented by the Professional Insurance Agents, and the Eagle Award and Charlotte Patterson Memorial Award presented by the Independent Insurance Agents. 

