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TIPS FOR SAFE TRAVEL

Safety and security are important factors to consider while traveling. There are
several issues to prepare employees for business travel. Preventive measures can
protect employees from being injured or killed as a result of an accident or crime.

» Lap Tops are tips to follow to avoid the threat.

It is not recommended to use your
laptop in public places. Thieves are
looking for valuables that are easy to
walk off with. (Not to mention
confidential information that can be
destructive to your agency). Imagine
the damage hackers can do to agency
records.

s Driving Dangers

A report issued by the National Center
on Sleep Disorders Research in
cooperation with the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration found that
tired employees contribute to about
1,500 deaths and 40,000 injuries each
year from car collisions. Researchers
have found that sleep deprivation can
produce impairments in awareness
and motor performance equal to
legally determined levels of alcohol
intoxication. Drowsy employees are
driving drunk, without a drop of alcohol
in their bloodstream.

» Fire Safety

According to Karen Silva, professor of
Hospitality Management at Johnson &
Whales University in Providence, R.I.,
the threat of a fire in hotels and motels
is not a common occurrence but there

Silva suggests, “Whenever possible,
ask for a room on the lower floors, so
you can evacuate quickly via stairs if
there is a fire alarm.” Herbert Nagel,
Midwest Area Director, Safety and
Security, for Hilton Hotels Corp. in
Chicago, suggests, that travelers
familiarize themselves with fire exits
and walk them so that you know
exactly where you are going if you
need them. If a fire breaks out and
your room is smoky, open a window.
Nagel emphasizes, “If the door knob is
hot do not open the door. Place a wet
towel under the door to keep smoke
out. Then hang bed sheets out the
window to alert rescue personnel to
your location.”

+ Hotel/Personal Safety

“Be aware of your surroundings at all
times,” emphasizes Nagel. “Offenders
look for people who are self-
absorbed.” Stay in motels with a
commitment to security. Hardy states,
“the more entrances and exists a place
has, the easier it is for intruders to get
in and out without being noticed.”
Nagel offers the following tips to
protect you from theft. Carry no more
than one or two credit cards with you
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