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Prepare Your Teens For Safe Driving

Take the time to ensure the safety of your ‘student driver’ before they ‘graduate’

LITTLE ROCK — Arkansas Insurance Commissioner Allen Kerr today issued the following statement encouraging Arkansas
parents with new teenage drivers to educate themselves and teens about the risks and insurance implications of unsafe

driving:

“As a parent, our children’s safety is our first concern. And with ‘Student Driver’ placards popping up during the summer
months, we cannot always be by their side when they are behind the wheel, but there are things we can do to ensure

their safety after they ‘graduate’ from their course.”
Kerr offered the following tips for parents of teen drivers:

Set Expectations

Parents should talk openly about their expectations for the behind-the-wheel behavior of their teenage drivers.

e Draw up a formal Teen Driving Agreement that clearly defines the rules and consequences associated with

driving privileges.

e Set adriving curfew. According to 2012 statistics from the Arkansas State Police, 28% of fatal crashes occur

between the hours of 9 p.m. and 6 a.m.

e Limit the number of passengers allowed in your teen’s car.

e Make all cellphone use off-limits while driving. Itis illegal in Arkansas for a driver under the age of 18 to use a

cellphone while driving, except in an emergency.

(More)



Keep Your Costs Down

Adding a teen driver to your auto insurance policy can be costly. Make sure you and your teen driver understand how
even minor fender-benders can drive up costs. Consider the following tips:

e Tryto keep both you and your teen’s driving records free from accidents and moving violations. Many

companies grant discounts to drivers whose records have been clean for three or more years.
e Enroll your teen in a defensive driving course. Some companies offer discounts if your teen completes one.

e Encourage your teen to uphold a good grade-point average. Many insurance companies offer discounts or
preferred rates for teens who maintain good grades.

e Ask yourinsurance company about an “accident forgiveness” clause that guarantees premiums will not increase
after one minor accident.

e Consider raising your policy’s deductible and only allowing your teen to drive the family’s oldest, least expensive
car. In most states, auto insurance premiums are linked to the type of vehicle driven. SUVs, convertibles and

sports cars typically cost more to insure.

For more information on the Arkansas Insurance Department, please visit http://insurance.arkansas.gov, follow us on

Twitter at http://twitter.com/ARInsuranceDept and Facebook at

http://www.facebook.com/ArkansasinsuranceDepartment.
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